


Getting the Biggest Bang 

for your Bucks 

The Link Between  

Damage Assessment and Disaster Recovery 



Mission 

    To safeguard Hoosiers by planning for, 
preparing for and responding to and 
recovering from all hazards. 

 

   WHY? 
– Indiana is not immune to devastating 

acts of nature or human aggression. 

– Floods, Tornadoes, Blizzards, Fires 
& Earthquakes. 

– More than 25 Presidential major disaster 
declarations since 1990, and 5 
Presidential Emergency Declarations. 



Spectrum of  

Emergencies & Disasters 

• Severe storms 

• Tornado activity 

• Flooding 

• Winter storm/Ice storm 

• Chemical, biological, radiological,  

    nuclear, and explosive activity 

• Terrorism 

• Other 



Emergency Management  
Cycle 



 

 

The District Concept 
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A cooperative effort involving local elected officials, 

emergency management, emergency responders and local 

community and civic groups on a regional level  



Homeland Security Districts 

 • The Indiana Department of Homeland 

Security and the Indiana State 

Department of Health have established 

ten Homeland Security Districts within the 

State of Indiana. 

 

• Each District is comprised of multiple 

counties and the numerous local 

communities within them.  

 

•  Each District is unique in character, 

needs and capabilities.  



Recovery Branch 

• Individual Assistance 

• Public Assistance 

• Hazard Mitigation 

• State Disaster Relief Fund 



State Disaster Relief 

Fund 

• Fund can be made available when: 

– FEMA Denies State Request for Assistance 

– SBA Disaster is Declared and home owners 

are denied assistance. 

• STATE FUNDED PROGRAM 

– Public Assistance – Infrastructure Damages 

– Individual Assistance – Home 

Owners/Renters 



Keys to Assistance  

• Local Disaster Declaration 

• Damage Assessments 

• Homes 

• Infrastructure 

 

 Timely Notification of State 

  Complete Assessment of damages 

 Unified Approach by State and Federal 

Agencies. 



Damage Assessment 

• Assessment is mandated  

– IDHS for EMA Directors  

– IDNR for Flood Plain Managers 

• Requirement Similarities 

– Flood Events – based on depth of water 

– Other Events – tornado, lightning, fire, etc. 

• Various Tools being used 

 



IDHS Damage Reporting 

• Web Based 

• Home owner / Renter can initiate report 

• Helps guide damage assessment teams 

• Allows for an initial census of property 

damage 

• View the Tool 



Individual Assistance –

Home Owners & Renters 











Public Assistance -

Infrastructure 







It’s All About 

Partnerships 
• Complex problems require partnerships and 

teamwork. 

• We must utilize every available tool we have including 

non-traditional partnerships and new technologies. 



For More Information 

www.in.gov/dhs 

 

www.twitter.com/IDHS 

 

On Facebook:  

       Indiana Homeland Security 

IDHS: Leadership for a Safe and Secure Indiana 

http://www.in.gov/dhs
http://www.twitter.com/IDHS
http://www.twitter.com/IDHS
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/careers/images/Twitter-Logo.png&imgrefurl=http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/careers/index.php&usg=__CzZsNxrYcmsCTquxFJvTfj52ODI=&h=367&w=367&sz=142&hl=en&start=9&tbnid=z4vosMNPNlbTIM:&tbnh=122&tbnw=122&prev=/images?q=twitter&gbv=2&hl=en&safe=active&sa=G


Contact Information 

Manuela Johnson 
Indiana Department of Homeland Security 

302 West Washington Street 

Room E321 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

(317) 695-2118 

mjohnson@dhs.in.gov 

 

IDHS Main Desk (317) 232-3980 

www.in.gov/dhs 

mailto:mjohnson@dhs.in.gov
http://www.in.gov/dhs



